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to hope that Lord Whitworth will 
see the dangers, which wifl neces- 
sarily arise fron this ill-judged 
and insnltin? measure, and with a 
timely and even hand avert them, 
nod impartially aftord security to 
the community. K. 



RESOLUTIONS OF THE CATHOLIC PRELATE). 

The Catholic Bishops met in Synod, at 
Maynooth, on the 25th instant. They 
continued in conference until the 27th, 
when the following Resolutions were 
unanimously agreed to : 

Resolved, That a Congratulatory Let- 
ter be addressed to his Holiness Pius VII. 
on his happy liberation from captivity. 

Resolved, That having taken into our 
mature consideration the late Rescript of 
the Vice-Prefect of the Propaganda, 
we are fully convinced that it is not 
mandatory. 

Resolved, That we do now open a com- 
munication with the Holv See on the 
subject of thi3 document; and that, for 
this purpose, two Prelates be forth- 
with deputed to convey our unanimous 
audyscll-known sentiments to the Chief 
Pastor, from whose Wisdom, Zeal, and 
tried magnanimity, we have reason 
to expect such decision as will give gene- 
ral satisfaction. 

Resolved, That the two last resolutions 
be respectfully communicated to the Rt. 
Hon the Earl of Donoughmose, and to 
the Rt. Hon Henry Grattan, with an 
earnest entreaty, that when the Question 
of Catholic Emancipation shall be discuss- 
ed in Parliament, they will exert their 
powerful talents in excluding from the 
bill, intended for our relief, those clauses 
which we have already deprecated as se- 
verely penal to U3, and highly injurious 
to our Religion. 



A SRIEF STATEMENT OF REASONS JN 
SUPPORT OF THE PETITION AGAINST 
THE PROCEEDINGS .AND PROCESSIONS 
OF ORANGEMEN ; FORWARDED TO MEM- 
BERS OF BOTH HOUSES OF PARLIA- 
MENT, PREVIOUSLY TO THE EXPECT- 
ED DISCUSSION. 

A clear and correct account of tbe com- 
mencement of the Orange system, which 
after having existed under the more home- 
ly appellation of Pcen-pf-day-boys, at. 



sumed a body and shape in the year 1795, 
will be found in the subjoined speech of 
Lord Gosford to the Magistrates of the 
County of Armagh, on the 2Sth of Dec. 
in that year.* This declaration of Lord 
Gosford i6 in itself a body of evidence, 
nearly contemporary with the formation 
of the system, and affords an illustration 
of tbe views on which the society wa» 
primarily formed. 

Besides the irritating consequence; 
arising from the periodical processions 
and monthly meetings of this society, the 
hurtful effects it produces on the -equal 
administration of justice are clearly appa- 
rent in the riots which, in consequence, 
take place. In these Orangemen are of- 
ten the first aggressors ; in other instances 
those of the other party may be the as- 
sailants. But in both cases, the public 
display i» the original cause of the riots, 
and produces the disturbances, although 
the first assault may sometimes be made 
one side and sometimes on the other. 

There is a general leaning on the part 
of many magistrates, a considerable num- 
ber of whom are themselves Orangemen. 
They may not directly refuse redress to 
Catholics, but entrenched under ilie forms 
of h»w, they more strictly examine on one 
side, and avail themselves more readily 
of excuses for not acting ; while in the 
case of Orangemen, they act more 
promptly, and with that epergy which 
inclination adds to the performance of 
official duty. This manner t»f acting, re- 
luctantly as towards one party, and cor- 
dially as towards the other, .amounts, in 
many instances, to an absolute denial of 
justice, and introduces a system of par- 
tial administration of the laws. One par- 
ty is protected, and emboldened in the 
commission of crimes, while the other 
discouraged, have, in some cases, had re- 
course to take redress into their own 
hands, and as might be expected, have 
acted in an unjustifiable manner. 

The bias on a juror, who has taken the 
oath of an Orangeman, is also very great. 
The oath, which binds him to the inter- 
ests of a secret society, and to the pro- 
tection of his fellow-roembers, may often 
strongly militate against his oath as a, juror. 
Instances have occurred in which Orange- 
men acting as jurors, have brought in. 
verdicts contrary to the clearest evidence. 

* See this important document, Belfast 
Monthly JMagastiue, Ko. tie, Volume 12, 
Page 55- 
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A bias of this kind appears to be inse- 
parably connected witli a system of se- 
cret oaths binding to tile support of a 
party. 

A notion exists among trtany of the 
Orangemen, that a raaa must perjure him- 
self, and violate the obligations of his se- 
cret oath, if he inform on any of his bro- 
ther Orangemen, for committing an act 
of outrage on another, not of bis own 
party. The opinion whether founded on 
the nature of the obligation known only 
to the members of an occult society, or 
merely the effect of the ignorance of the 
less-instructed members, has a powerful 
tendency to counteract the ends of jus- 
tice, by setting up a secret and mysteri- 
ous bond ia opposition to the duty of 
giving impartial, unbiassed evidence^ 
when legally called upon. 

Another cause of keeping up irritation 
and hostility in the minds of the various 
classes of society towards each ortier, 
arises from the practice of many yeoman- 
ry corps, among whom the principles of 
the Orange system strongly exist both in 
officers and men, having party tunes 
played at their parades, although the 
practice has been discontinued ia the 
regular and militia regiments, by order 
of the late Commander-in-chief in Ire- 
land. However triflmg the mention of 
such minute matters may appear, they 
essentially contribute to promote strife, 
and prevent that harmony which con- 
•titutes the support and strength of a 
country consolidated by the union of its 
inhabitants. The 'danger is farther in- 
creased, when it is considered that in 
many yeomanry corps, tlse greater num- 
ber of the members' are Orangemen, and 
who thus having possession of arms, have 
frequently recourse to them, take an 
endue auvaiitag* of those arms entrust- 
ed to them in their quarrels, not only 
against their opponents, bat also against 
peaceable and unoffending persons whd 
may happen to be constrained spectators 
on such occasions. 

The Wmeht of ecpjal law, impartially 
administered; is greatly- wanted in Ire- 
land, and cart never fully take place- 
whrle the Orange system is permitted to 
exist. The laws against secret asso- 
ciations have never been brought to 
bear against the Orange partisans, not- 
withstanding the various acts of the Irish 
Parliament against illegal meetings, and 
the nusre recent act of the Imperial Par- 
liament of SO Geo. hi. Chap. 102, 



which enacts penalties against taking 
secret oaths. The decided interference 
of Parliament is requisite to controui this 
spirit of favouritism, which has b-'en the 
bane of Irelaird. 

Many stratagems are used by the ad- 
herents of the Orange faction, W keep 
up a state of alarm in the country, by 
raising false rumours of risings of the 
Catholics, and magnifying the local dis- 
turbances which sometimes unhappily 
arise from a defect of complete civiliza- 
tion, and from the divided state of the 
country, which the Orange system is SO 
much calculated fatally to perpetuate. 
The associations of Thrashers and Ribbon- 
men, now rapidly increasing, being con- 
fined to the province of Ulster, the chief 
seat of the Orange system, are completely' 
Anti-Orange in the r plan "and principle, 
and arose from mistaken notions of a 
supposed necessity of self defence. They 
are certainly equally contrary to law and 
good order as the associations which oc- 
casioned them, and to which they are op- 
posed. The^e counter-associations have 
been discountenanced bv all men of intel- 
ligence, and are confined to the lower 
and more ignorant classes of the commu- 
nity. If the Orange system is suppressed, 
the antagonist societies of Riobjivmen 
and Thrasber3 will of course also cease. 

Tile Orangemen in despite of the law, 
and in despite of the general sense of the 
house of Commons, expressed last vear, 
boast of the increase to their numbers, 
as well in England as in Ireland, since 
the discussion, and paraded in many places 
last summer with additional force, in open 
defiance of the sense of Parliament* The 
consequence was, that in different coun- 
ties in Ulster, affv^ys ensued, in which, 
several were "killed, and others badly 
wounded. If these illegal meetings antl 
processions be not suppressed, the out- 
rages which have happened are .most 
probably only preludes to iuealruSafrle 
calamities. 

The terror of the system is so power- 
ful, that great numbers ot peison* who 
dislike the proceedings of Orangemen, 
have declared their unwillingness to sign 
the petitions, lest by suck a step they 
should expose their person* and proper, 
ties to the fury ot a dominant and'inioler- 
ant faction. A strength of nerve, whicri 
every man does not possess, is found ne- 
cessary to support a public opposition to 
their 'overwhelming influence. Many al- 
so, when applied to for information, have 
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been afraid to give evidence of the out- 
rages which have been perpetrated on 
theoi, lest they should expose themselves 
to a repetition of similar acts of violence. 
Thus it would require the authority of a 
parliamentary commission sitting in Ire- 
and, armed with the powers of compel- 



ling evidence, to search into the facts con- 
nected with a system dangerous to the 
safety of individuals, and if not timely and 
effectually restrained, likely to produce 
the greatest dangers, by erecting a fourth 
estate independent of the controul and 
restraining power of parliament. 



CORRESPONDENCE ON SUBJECTS CONNECTED WITH THE RETROSPECT 

OF POLITICS. 



To the Proprietors of the Belfast Magazine. 

/~%N receipt of your last Magazine, I im- 
^-* mediately wrote to a friend in Kilkeel, 
whom I knew to be totally unconnected 
with the parties that have lately agitated 
the country, and have received the follow- 
ing account, on the correctness of which 
you may confidently rely. 

It appeared that about three or four 
o'clock in the afternoon of 'he 9th of Veb. 
a number of Catholics (supposed to be or- 
ganized, and mostly from the country,) 
were collected in Kilkeel, and taken into 
neighbouring back-yard, where spirits 
were distributed among them. After this, 
they proceeded down street, and over the 
Bridge, in an irregular Mass, with a de- 
sign, as was supposed,, to raise a riot, or 
to wreck M'ftiMm's house. After passing 
the pedlars' stands, they met with Newell, 
whom Cunningham, the leader of the Ca- 
tholic party, challenged to box. Newell 
accepted of the challenge, and they be- 
gan to box immediately. The Catholic 
parry were brought forward in mass, and 
Newell and his friends disappeared. The 
Catholics then proceeded to wreck M'Kib- 
bin's house. M'Kibbin being somewhat 
prepared (his house having suffered on a 
former occasion, by a similar party,) fired 
tw6 or three shots from the house, which 
nad the desired effect of making them re- 
treat. 

They then re-crossed the bridge and 
marched to the* market-place, where they 
attacked indiscriminately, a number of Pro- 
testant people, some of whom, though 
they had not attempted opposition, they 
beat in a most shocking manner. 

In the mean time, Newell and his party 
rallied, and having provided themselves 
with military arms and ammunition, ad- 
vanced over the bridge, and to the mar- 
ket-place, firing irregularly on the crowd 
in general. la a few minutes, the streets 



were cleaTed, the whole people maMnj 
off in all directions, some into houses, 
some through lanes, and the greater num- 
ber along the lanes leading from the town. 
By this time it was getting daik, and hopes 
were entertained that all was over, and 
that the town would now be quiet. How* 
ever, Newell's party, by this time, had 
become strong; and not satisfied withr 
what they had done, began, after a pause 
of about half an hour, to demolish the 
front windows of all the Catholic house* 
in the town, three or four excepted. 1'hey 
also destroyed entirely the liquor, shop, 
and furniture of one Catholic publican, 
and the shop and liquor of another. Hap- 
pily, however, no lives were lost in this 
unfortunate business. One Catholic re- 
ceived a ball through hrs arm ; and a 
Protestant woman received one through 
Jier nose. The damages have been mostly 
ascertained ; and the amount has been laid 
on the parish at large. 

I am yours truly, 

AN OBSERVER. 

The p ages of the Belfast Magazine will be 
open to additional accounts, either in corroboration 
or contradiction of the foregoing statement. 
It is the tvish of the proprietors^ to lay the evi- 
dence with which they may be favoured on both 
sides impartially before the public. At present 
comment is forborne, farther than' to hint to our 
correspondents, as points desirable to ascertain* 
whether any magistrates were in or near the 
town at the time of the commencement and conti- 
nuation of the riot, and whether any exertion* 
w.-re used on their part to prevent the Yeomanry 

from bringing their arms to be employed, not as 
suppressors of the riot, but as chief actors in tt : 
and also, whether the houses of the Catholics 
wreciedby the Yeomen, did not belong to persons* 
who had taken no share in the previous riot. In 
the preceding account no notice is taken of the 

• transaction at Jrfourne Park the succeeding day, 
when a number of persons were fired at, as they 
were passing along the road* 



